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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, nriav a reply be ttmelv filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on RCE filed on 10/21/03 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-finaL 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 8 Claim (s) 4-8 and 15-25 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)0 Claim(s) 



6)K Claim (s) 4-8 and 15-25 

?)□ C!aim(s) 

8)n Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 



is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Appliciation Papers 
9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

lOD The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)\J objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
IDD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)a Some* 0)0 None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)|. 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 1 8 Notice of References Cited (PT0.892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(8|. 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) Q Other: 
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Art Unit: 2173 



DETAILED ACTION 



^, ^fn^ yjp^^ 

Requestpjof^nti^ (RCE) 



1. 



The request filed^ontJ)M9/63 for a Request for ContimieE^xainination (RCE) under 37 



CFR 1.53(d) baseeUjJparent ApplicaJti^Jsfo. 09/632,15^@ acceptabW^ISRCE has been 



established. A»tion on the RCE foUwi^rM 



Claim Obf^ionw 



Claim 8 is objected to-beeause^Gf4Ke¥6llG^^^^ second paragraph that the 

terms "carilbe displayed " should be chan|edl4it^^lsplayeli". Appropriate correction is 
required. ^ "'^^■.ll^=;:~>4-^ 



r 




Cfdim J0^ction f\ 35 US§^ 03 



2. The fbllowinkis a quotafion of 35 U.SJ® 



103(a) whicli forms the btsiftbr all 

obviousness rejectioh^^set forth in this Offifeel^ionf "^^^^ 

(a) A patent may not be obrtaii^ci th^gh^ irrvei^^ is not^id^eally disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences fe^eSfcthe si^^t matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whol^wouldiiave been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



This application currently names joint inventors, hi considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims v^as commonly ovmed at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
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evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for ttie ex§niher to consider the^applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103© 

#1 far;* %'% « a ^. Mi^i, 

and potential 35 U.S.C. JlpiltfT or (g) prior art under 35 U.M J)3|a). 



3. Claims yg^and 15-25 are rejectet;jJndS35iH^gfe 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shiio (US Ppnt No. 5,491,743) in view of Farmeri!:^t al. (US Patent No. 6,229,533fe 

Regarding claim 4, Sbiio-diseloses a^etfeS-for-enabling^a' first user to interact with other 

users in a|yirtual space, wherein the ?ip^SM^^.m^ users each have an avatarand a chent 
process associated therewith, and ^A^epea^ is in communication with a server 

process, cdmpnsing: (a) receivingjLi^sition ofcat:^ other users* avlars from the 

server process^(animated characterist^^representing o^^ virtual conference; see col 5 



111 Xf #^ 

hues 16-62); hoTOi^. Shiio fails^oexplicitlyS^ach (b) determining fixjm^tfierebeived positions 
a subset of the other users' ayatars that are fe^be: displayed to the first usli^ '^ 



farmer teaches detenriimng from the; recei^ced positidnf a subset of the other users' 
avatars that are to be displayed to the first user (..ghost objects have anonymity, and have limited 
interaction choices; see col. 5, lines 1-36). It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide determining from the received positions a 
subset of the other users' avatars that are to be displayed to the first user as taught by Farmer to 
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the virtual conference system of Shiio in order to promote personal, one-on-one type 



relationships which encourage a sense of community, most locales have limits to the number of 




lines 13-51 and figures 4-5). 



Regarding claim 8, Shiio discloses wherein step (b) comprises (b)(1) determining from 
the received positions an actual number of the other users' avatars; (b)(2) determining a 
maximum number of the other users' avatars that can be displayed; and (b)(3) comparing the 
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actual number to the maximum number to determine which of the other users' avatars are to be 
displayed, wherein steps (b)(l)-(b)(3) are performed by the client process associated with the first 



user (see col. 13, lines 14-67). |J,T f J ^ 

Claims 15 and 13i|re^ai>ffered from claims 1 in that "triilnipiig^he positions of the first 



and second avatarsJb^e first and seeond^client process^! respectively^to tfo server process; 
(c)transmittmg the^positions of the first W^seBjjnd^ avatars, by the server process! to the second 



and first clierit processes, respectively; and ('d| determining, by the second and fifst client 
processes, firom the positionsi^f4he-first-am#secOT^^ whether to display the 



first and sfcond avatars." which read on Shiio skfGbfe9, Unes 1-60). 

_ ^. ^ . I z( ^; f "r^p-xx li 

Regarding claims 16 and 17/Shii<^iaisGl6ses (e)Fdi5spla^ng the first and second avatars 



when it is det^nined in step (d?) tMliffie^ are to be displayed; and wherein 



step (c) conMsgs automatically sending th^ dala indSSating a position of the flrstand second 

til "^i 

avatars, by the seryif^process, to Ihfi second aridlRrst client processes, resp^tively (see col. 6 
lines 49-67 and col. 7|aU5nes]L21). '"^'^i^^^' m^W^ 

Regarding claim 19-20, Shiipnliselosesjwhereinisth^islep © comprises the step of 

'^'^H? feS 

automatically transmitting, by the server process to etch client process, the positions of at least 
some of the avatars that are not associated with the chent process (see col. 7, lines 15-62.) 
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Claims 21 and 22 differ from claims 1,15 and 18 in that "synchronously disseminating to 
each of the client processes a packet of information updating a list of avatars display army the 
client process so that the client process eanideterminfe^from the packet a set of avatars that are to 



.m 



be displayed" which read&^hiid col. 10, lines 14-65 and figune|^^p|,.^ 



Claim 23 differs from claim r5:m4hat " © the first^lient procesMioperable to the 



positions of thea^ars associated with at:le^0Qmeof^the other users; and Oiermine from 



the receive jpl|itions a set of the other user^vat^^s that are to be displayed." whiehread on 
Shiio (see col. 14, lines 42-6^7- ^«-^-.— 



^1 



above. 



As claims 24 and 25 arejanal>^€|l::as;|)ife^ v^ith respect to claims 5 and 8 



V 

i 



Response to Arguments 



V 



4. Applicant's arguments; filed on 1 0/21YoJhave been fiiUy consil^Tbut they are not 



persuasive. 



^1 



/r 



Accordingly, the claimed invention as represented in the claims do not represent a 
patentable distinction over the art of record as discussed as above. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 




Washington, D.C. 20231. Ifiapplicant desirg4o|^ 308-9051 maybe used for 




Inquires 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-3972. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached on (703) 308-3 1 16. The fax number for this group 



is (703) 308-6606. 



Any inquiry of ^^^aTiiature or relating to the status af jffi^;^^^ or proceeding 



til 



CAO(KEV8N)Wq5prEN 
PRIMARY EXi^INER 

December 2^003 



epfiLone number ist^,93);; 305-3 800 



5\ 



^1 



■4 , 



4^ 



